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Get ready fans! Another exciting season of Degrassi is on its way to you. Degrassi High has just 
wrapped shooting on the first few episodes of its new season and it promises to be an exciting year. 
Timely topics to watch for: condom machines are installed in the bathrooms, AIDS speakers visit 
the school, long-time relationships will be ending, new romances beginning, drugs, sexual abuse, 
indepedence, pranks, new cars, parties and bits and pieces of teenage life will all be covered.' 
You'll see many of your favorite actors from the past, plus a number of new faces. (The cover 
photo shows the filming of a scene from the season opener hour-long special. In the foreground 
from left to right Stefan Brogren (Snake), Neil Hope (Wheels) and Pat Mastroianni (Joey). 
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Degrassi has never shied away from depicting the realities of teen 
life, and one unfortunate truth is that teens fight. On-screen 
fights, are very different from the real street variety. Alot of 
thought, planning and time go into the safe choreography of a fight 
scene. Many professionals are also consulted to insure the actor's 
safety. { ** don't try any of these moves without 
professional supervision/instruction - talk to your theatre 
arts teacher about learning stage fighting techniques) 

Kevin May, Assistant Director, helps Director Kit Hood 
choreograph most of the Degrassi fight scenes. The actors also work 
with Alexander Technique consultant Kelly McEvenue.who teaches 
them how to use their bodies most effectively to take the physical 
stress of the scenes. 

Most viewers are familiar with the fights that happen between 
Dwayne and Joey. Darrin Brown,(Dwayne ) explains how a fight 
scene works. Says Darrin, " basically the person who is receiving 
the punches, blows or falls is responsible for not getting hurt. The 
actor must know when the punch or kick is coming, and as very 
light skin contact is made, must violently turn their head (or 
whatever body part is being hit) to make it look like a forceful 
blow. The only contact is usually a very light touch. Sometimes, 
with certain camera angles, the actors may not have any body 
contact at all." 
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* Hot tip...this photo is from the explosive seas 
confrontation, with a shocking outcome....!!!! 
early November 1990, in the USA, Jan. 1991. 


mentally the facial expressions come naturally, 


What iooks like a quick fight on the screen actually takes, about 5 
hours rehearsal, and about 6 hours of filming. Darrin compares 
working a fight scene to choreographing a dance." You have to know 
what comes next, counting between moves, being very aware of 
space, using your body to maximize the illusion of force.” 

Kelly really helps the actors develop body awareness. Says Darrin: 
when we first started working on a scene, Kelly noticed that I was 
pulling my shoulders up, a natural reaction to make myself appear 
bigger and more threatening. When she suggested I concentrate my 
energy in my hips, I found I could move better, using my whole 
body and the space surrounding me to convey the idea of force and 
threat.” Facial expressions are also used to convey anger and pain. 
When asked if it is difficult to remember the choreography of a 
fight, and to use his face, Darrin replies: " you know where your 
character is, what he's feeling and when you're that prepared 


In the show Testing 1,2,3, Dwayne and Joey he 
looks like Joey is being smashed against the 
actually happened was that I just held onto Pat' 
lockers taking the force by using his lower bod> 

In any physcial scene an actor is always riskir 
main emphasis is on safety. Every move is p 
used to cushion falls to the floor, knee pads are 
to the floor,and hard athletic supporters are wc 
that area of the body. 

Another important element in working through a 
've got to trust the other guy is going to pick up 
fall and are not on your mark, you've got to kr 
both of you are in the proper positions for the 
someone will miss their mark, we'll continue the 


















3 n opener. Joey and Dwayne face off in a bloody 
Make sure you're watching. Will air in Canada in 
Those fans overseas, check your local TV listings. 


ave a violent fight in the school hallway. On film it 
lockers by an angry, barelling Dwayne. "What 
t's (Joey) shirt and he threw himself back onto the 
I didn't actually push him at all." 

ng injury. When the scene is being blocked the 
pre-planned and slowly worked through, mats are 
worn under pants if the actor is to fall repeatedly 
orn if any part of the fight could involve injury to 


fight scene is the trust between the actors. " You 
all your signals. If you happen to come up from a 
now that he's going to notice and improvise until 
scene to continue. Sometimes during a take , 
scene the best we can, but if the director feels 



Pat and Darrin take a break from filming to mug for the 
camera! 


it is not working he/she will yell cutl Everyone on set is 
concerned that we don't overexert ourselves 

Sometimes the unexpected happens despite precautions. 
For example, in Fight Darrin remembers a mishap, "we 
were rehearsing the scene, rollling on the ground and it 
was going great, until I rolled in dog dirt." 

People often wonder if Joey and Dwayne hate each other in 
real life. ” Not at all says Darrin, I really respect him 
and we get along fine.” 
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* Hot tip this photo is from the explosive season opener. Joey and Dwayne face off in a bloody 
confrontation, with a shocking outcome....!!!! Make sure you're watching. Will air in Canada in 
early November 1990, in the USA, Jan. 1991. Those fans overseas, check your local TV listings. 


mentally the facial expressions come naturally, they're not forced." 

In the show Testing 1,2,3, Dwayne and Joey have a violent fight in the school hallway. On film it 
looks like Joey is being smashed against the lockers by an angry, barelling Dwayne. "What 
actually happened was that I just held onto Pat's (Joey) shirt and he threw himself back onto the 
lockers taking the force by using his lower body. I didn't actually push him at all." 

In any physcial scene an actor is always risking injury. When the scene is being blocked the 
main emphasis is on safety. Every move is pre-planned and slowly worked through, mats are 
used to cushion falls to the floor, knee pads are worn under pants if the actor is to fall repeatedly 
to the floor,and hard athletic supporters are worn if any part of the fight could involve injury to 
that area of the body. 

Another important element in working through a fight scene is the trust between the actors. " You 
've got to trust the other guy is going to pick up all your signals. If you happen to come up from a 
fall and are not on your mark, you've got to know that he's going to notice and improvise until 
both of you are in the proper positions for the scene to continue. Sometimes during a take , 
someone will miss their mark, we'll continue the scene the best we can, but if the director feels 


[center text of pp. 2—3] 






DEGRASSI TRAVEL SCRAPBOOK 


This winter/spring was another busy one for Degrassi actors as they 
toured North America promoting the show, helping with charities and 
working as official ambassadors for UNICEF. 



Kyra Levy (left) and Duncan Waugh (right) on the 
CBC radio show Information Morning, in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 


Kyra Levy (Maya) and Duncan Waugh (Arthur) 
visited Halifax in early February talking to 
students about UNICEF and discussing life on 
Degrassi. Splitting their time between Oxford 
School, CBC radcio's Information Morning and 
appearing on Switchback, they had quite a 
whirlwind visit of beautiful Nova Scotia. Both 
were pleased to have the opportunity to show the 
Degrassi/UNICEF video on the rights of the child. 



Neil Hope (left) Angela Dieseach (small middle) 
and Stacie Mistysyn (right) on horseback in 
Amarillo, Texas. 


Further south in Amarillo, Texas Angela Dieseach 
(Erica), Neil Hope (Wheels) and Stacie Mistysyn 


(Caitlin) visited 13 high schoools and Westgate 
mall. Stacie, Angela and Neil were also treated to a 
ride on horseback, which they described as "quite 
an adventure." 



Cathy Keenan and Neil Hope pose with a few of the 
students from Kitigan Zibi school in Northern 
Quebec. 

Cathy Keenan (Liz) and Neil Hope (Wheels) were 
treated to a wonderful day in Northern Quebec at 
Kitigan Zibi school. The school is located in the 
Native Algonquin community and contains all 
grades. Cathy and Neil met most of the students, 
signed autographs, had lunch with the teachers and 
were later honored to be asked to join in a 
whirling, sweeping dance. Said Neil and Cathy, we 
were shy about joining , but once we started 
dancing and holding hands with everyone in the 
chain we experienced the most incredible feeling. 
It was a very uplifting, energizing almost mystical 
feeling. 

Escaping the Canadian winter, Anais Granofsky 
(Lucy), Irene Courakos (Alexa), Dayo Ade (BLT) 
and Pat Mastroianni (Joey) travelled to Memphis 
Tennessee to promote Degrassi High. They were 
kept busy signing autographs and meeting people, 
but still managed to squeeze in a few sights. Yes, 
they did go to Graceland, and some folks even 
bought Elvis souvenirs (we're not telling who...) 



